Love, friendship & rivalry: Surreal friends

Discover Carrington's two most enchanting and influential friendships

Leonora Carrington

The Old Maids 1947
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Kati Horna

Wedding of Leonora Carrington and Chiki Weisz with their guests on the patio of the house of the
Horna's, Tabasco Street 198, Colonio Roma, Mexico City, 1946
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A FRIENDSHIP IS FORMED

In 1942, at the height of the Second World War, President Lazaro Cardenas opened the
Mexican borders to welcome a number of Europe’s refugees. Artists, Leonora Carrington

Remedios Varo and Kati Horna were amongst the many who found safe sactuary there.
The three settled in the Colonia Roma, Mexico City, and soon became firm friends,
alongside a group of other expatriate artists. Stefan van Raay, former director of Pallant
House Gallery and curator of the 2010 exhibition Surreal Friends which was jointly
mounted with Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts in Norwich explains: ‘they created a
surrogate family between themselves’. Within this close-knit community,the friendship
of Carrington, Horna and Varo was particularly significant, and impacted strongly on
each woman'’s work.
















